Fenomén c¢lenstvi

Jan Mares, brezen 2009

Abstrakt:

Tento esej vznikl na zadost Narodni rady ISKCONu Ceska republika jako sougast pfipravovaného systému
Clenstvi. Zkouma fenomén ¢lenstvi v rliznych historickych kontextech se zaméfenim na védskou, gaudija
vaiSnavskou a ISKCONskou historii.
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1. Definice v zapadnim kontextu

member

c.1225 (implied in membered), from O.Fr. membre (11c.), from L. membrum "limb, member of the body,
part,” probably from PIE *mems-ro (cf. Goth. mimz "flesh"). Specific sense of "penis” is first recorded 1356,
from L. membrum virile. In Eng., "member of the body" is the original sense; that of "person belonging to a
group” is first attested c.1330, from notion of "constituent part of a complex structure." Meaning "one who
has been elected to parliament" is from 1454. (dictionary.reference.com)

mem-ber

Etymology: Middle English membre, from Anglo-French, from Latin membrum; akin to Gothic mimz flesh,
Greek méros thigh

Date: 14th century

1: a body part or organ: as a: limb b: penis c: a unit of structure in a plant body

2: one of the individuals composing a group

3: a person baptized or enrolled in a church

4: a part of a whole: as a: a syntactic or rhythmic unit of a sentence : clause b: one of the propositions of a
syllogism c: one of the elements of a set or class d: either of the equated elements in a mathematical
equation (Merriam-Webster Dictionary)

Pojem clen tykajici se osoby jako soucasti urcité skupiny (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 2) Ize nalézt

v moderni zapadni historii az od 14. stoleti. V pfedchozich dobach byla hlavni instituci na Zapadé katolicka
cirkev a jejim €lenem stal kazdy automaticky po narozeni, prostfednictvim kitu (Merriam-Webster Dictionary,
3). Totéz plati v ostatnich v kfestanskych cirkvich. Ve svétské spole€nosti se ¢lenstvi tykalo a tyka
cirkevnich fadu, druzin Slechticl, cechu, pozdéji spolk, kluba, politickych stran a podobné. Kromé
jednotlivcu se tyka i skupin.

Podstatou clenstvi je dobrovolné spinéni clenskych podminek dané skupiny. Clenstvi za to umoZfiuje
uspokojeni potfeb a cilti ¢lena a poskytuje mu urcité vyhody. Cim vice vyhod je nabizeno, tim vice je



zajemcll a mohou byt uplatiiovana vybéroveéjsi kritéria pro pfijimani. (To je pfipad napf. ISKCONu v Indii,
kde mnoho zajemci usiluje o pfijeti do asramt ISKCONu kvuli hmotnému polepSeni a vyhledu dostat se na
Zapad. Toto v8ak neni ucel ISKCONu a je tedy namisté vybér.)

2. Védska spole¢nost
2.1 Kridnova rodina

Pavodni, pfirozené a neménné je &lenstvi kazdé Zivé bytosti v Krignové rodiné v duchovnim svété. Zivé
bytosti v hmotném svété se na toto ¢lenstvi snazi zapomenout, coz jim pusobi utrpeni. Hmotou podminéna
jiva se podoba rebelujicimu teenagerovi opoustéjicimu KriSnovu rodinu (analogie marnotratného syna v
Bibli). Své svobodné vile vyuzije spravné, kdyz si realitu tohoto ¢lenstvi opét uvédomi a snazi se ho
obnovit. KriSna fika Ardzunovi: ,M(ze$ byt Mym nastrojem® (BG 11.33), tj. dobrovolné Mu slouzit.

2.2 Varny a aSramy

V hmotném svété Ize hovofit o ¢lenstvi ve varnach a asramech. Znamé je pfirovnani varen k télu, coz
pfipomina primarni slovnikovou definici (Merriam-Webster Dictionary, 1) a pfislusnost k nim je dana gunami,
karmou a duchovni Urovni. Pozdéji byly tyto nahrazeny pGvodem - ¢lenstvim v pokrevnich tradicich
(smartove, jati gosai, zidé). Ve védské spole€nosti to nastartovalo Upadkovy trend.

Parasara smriti, hlavni dharmasastra pro Kali jugu (Ps 1.24), definuje dharmy varen podobné jako
Bhagavad-gita:

saMdhyA snAnaM japo homo devatA atithi pujanaM |
AtithyaM vaizvadevaM ca SaT karmANi dine dine || 1.39

Six routine tasks like three times bath, prayer at dawn and dusk, recitation, homa (offerings to sacred fire),
worship of deity, treatment of guests and offering sacrifices for the deceased ancestors are mandatory for a
brahmin daily. Through these actions, a brahmin gets free from the sin he commits unknowingly.

kSatriyo hi prajA rakSan zastra pANiH pradaNDavAn |
nirjitya para sainyAni kSitiM dharmeNa pAlayet || 1.61

Preserving his subjects, punishing culprits with weapons, winning over enemies and protecting the earth
constitute the duty of a ksatriya.

KSatrija musi vytvofit viadu na ochranu svych poddanych. Kautilja uvadi: sahaya sAdhyam rAjatvam cakram
ekam na vartate — ,Vladnuti je spole€ny proces. NemUze spocivat na jednom kole.*

IAbha karma tathA ratnaM gavAM ca paripAlanaM |
kRzi karma ca vANijyaM vaizya vRitir udAhRIA || 1.63

Economic give and take, sale and purchase of gems, protection of cows, agriculture and trade are the
occupations of the vaishya.

zUdrasya dvija zuzrUSA paramo dharma ucyate |
anyathA kurute kiMcit tad bhavet tasya niSphalaM || 1.64

Serving the brahmins is the first duty of the shudra. All the other actions of a shudra other than this bear no
fruit. Besides serving the brahmins a shudra may also carry out activities like selling salt and honey.

2.3 Guru-parampara

Na nehmotné urovni existuje ¢lenstvi v parampare na zakladé diksi, ,the main level of 'religious profession™
(Kripamoya dasa, ISKCON's 'Second Class Citizens'). VnéjSimi znaky ¢lenstvi jsou tilak, dZapamala,
kanthimala. V Madhva sampradaji se navic jako trvalé znaky pouZivaji na téle vypalené cejchy zvané tapa.
Vnitfnimi znaky je nasledovani teoretického a praktického uéeni sampradéji. Z toho vyplyva i zanik ¢lenstvi.
Clenem prestava byt 2k, ktery se zfekne gurua nebo se guru zfekne jeho (exkomunikace), jako dusledek
zakova opakovaného nenasledovani pokyn(l a pachani hrubych prestupk.



3. Gaudija vai$navismus

Gaudija vai$navismus je spolegenstvi nasledovnikd Sri Caitanji Mahaprabhua. Tradiéni gaudija
vai$navismus je zaloZen na uctivani Sri Caitanji a Radhy a Kridny v rdmci rodiny a vesnice. Sri Caitanja
Mahaprabhu prohlasil: ,Nejsem brdhmana, k3atrija,“ atd. Proto gaudija vaiSnavové odmitaji hmotnou
varnasramu symbolizovanou upavitou (Silirou), ktera je povazovana za upadhi.

Prvni organizaci v gaudija vaiSnavské historii byla ViSva vaiSnava radZza sabha Dzivy Gosvamiho (1546),
pozdéji obnovena Bhaktivinddem Thakurem pod stejnym jménem (1885) a pfejmenovana Bhaktisiddhantou
Sarasvatim na Gaudiya Mission (1919), pozdéjSi Gaudija Math. Dziva Gésvami zalozil VVRS jako jisty druh
Skoly ¢i formalniho shromazdéni pro vyucovani sanskritu. V nedavné dobé byla obnovena pod nazvem
VVRS-VWA (World Vaisnava Association). Jedna se o vaiSnavské ekumenické sdruzeni, jehoz ¢leny jsou
jednotlivé vaiSnavské organizace, které ma sblizovat. Zastupcem ISKCONu je Dzajapataka Svami.

Na festivalu v Kheturi (1582, podrobny popis viz Bhaktiratnakara, kap. 10) doslo ke sjednoceni riznych
nazord v ramci gaudija vaiSnavismu:

» This festival is considered a major achievement in Gaudiya Vaisnavism. Hundreds and hundreds of
devotees were invited, including direct disciples of Mahaprabhu, Nityananda Prabhu, and Advaita Acarya. At
this time, many differences existed in the interpretation of Gaudiya Vaisnavism. Acaryarani Jahnava Devi
came from Kardaha with her entourage. Presiding over all the Vaisnavas, she resolved their diverse
conclusions into one consistent Gaudiya Vaisnava philosophy.“ (Mahanidhi Swami)

V této dobé se jiz zacaly objevovat nékteré vyznamné;jsi odchylky, jejichz puvodci byli exkomunikovani.
Prikladem je exkomunikace Dzajagdpala dase Virabhadrou Gésvamim popsana v Bhaktiratnakare 14.180-
183.

Casem se presto gaudija vai$navismus dostal do Utlumu, zvlasté vlivem filosofickych odchylek
(apasampradaji), které popsal a vyvratil Bhaktivindda Thakura. Bhaktivinéda Thakura a Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati ve snaze o jeho reformu a rozSifeni nové zavedli organizované formy - ndmahattu a koncept daivi
varnasramy. Clenové Gaudija Mathu dostavali upavitu na zakladé pochopeni, Ze vai$nava je nadfazen i
brahmanovi.

V roce 2004 byl ISKCON pfijat za ¢lena All India Akhara Association, sdruzeni vSech indickych sadhud,
které pofada Kumbha mély. Mahantem byl zvolen Lokanath Svami. (http://www.dandavats.com/?p=346)

4. ISKCON

"What are the minimum and essential shared values to constitute membership of ISKCON? Well, that's
really what the Constitutional Committee is trying to understand." (Sitapati dasa)

P¥i bliz§im pohledu je zfejmé, Ze toto téma saha ke kofeniim mnoha problém( ISKCONu. Nabizi se otazka,
pro¢ se nefesilo jiz dfive?

ISKCON dosud nema ani vlastni skute¢nou spolecenskou strukturu (daivi varnasrama), ani vliv na
organizaci vétsinové spoleénosti (varnasrama). Prestoze si Srila Prabhupada pial zavést varnésramu
v ISKCONu, nedoslo k tomu. HarikéSa Svami koncem 80. let vydal kontroverzni knihu Varnasrama
Manifesto, ktera musela byt v Némecku stazena z prodeje. Pozdéji néktefi oddani vypracovali kritéria
zarazeni do varen (Ekanath dasa, Dhira Gévinda dasa) a nedavno byla zalozena GLOVESCO (Global
Varnasrama Educational, Social, and Cultural Organization, glovesco.org), ale k ustaveni varnasramy
nejspiSe v dohledné dobé nedojde.

Jaké jsou pfi€iny tohoto stavu?

- odpor vici hmotnym upadhi
odpovéd: Daivi varnadrama nezahrnuje hmotna upadhi.

- argument ,zavedeni struktur znamena konec spontanniho hnuti‘



odpovéd: Vzhledem k tomu, Ze Srila Prabhupada chtél varnasramu jak v ISKCONu tak mimo néj, ogividné
nepocital s ,hnutim‘ natrvalo.

- védomy ¢&i podvédomy odpor vuci zafazeni v ,nizsi varné’
odpovéd: Hmotné védomi.

- hippie mentalita pramenici z anarchismu
odpovéd: ditto

- nedostatek vize typu $réja
odpovéd: ditto

Chaoticky stav, z velké miry zpUusobeny neexistenci ¢lenstvi v ISKCONu, dokresluje tento vtip, jiz ponékud
starSiho data:

,Proc€ jsi vstoupil do ISKCONu?‘

,Nechtél jsem se stat ¢lenem organizovaného nabozenstvi.*

Soucasny ISKCON stoji na inspiraci GBC, guru(l a star§ich oddanych-kazatell a jejich dobrovolném
nasledovani ostatnimi. Oddani z kongregace se setkavaji ve stfediscich a mimo né na zakladé vlastni
iniciativy a sebeorganizace. Casto vSak mezi sebou nemaji pfilis tésné vazby.

Zakladni problém je, Ze bez definovaného ¢Elenstvi neexistuje zodpovédnost nikoho vici nikomu a nelze
vlastné hovofit o spolecné misi. Bez definic prav a povinnosti ¢lenl hrozi navic problémy. Jeden pfedstavu;ji
lidé, ktefi chtéji jen vyuzivat vyhod, ale ni¢im nepfispivat (Kripamoya dasa je nazyva ,half-chicken’). Dalsi ti,
ktefi se nepravem vydavaiji za Cleny a poskozuji povést hnuti. Priklad:
http://www.thaindian.com/forums/general-discussions/3092::regarding-the-fake-iskcon-temple.html

Jak je odhalit a zabranit jim v této ¢innosti, kdyz se za ¢lena muze prohlasit kdokoliv?

4.1 Co je ISKCON
ISKCON lIze definovat na nékolika urovnich.

a. V nejuzsim smyslu je to organizace zalozena Srilou Prabhupadou, jejiz &lenové se zavazuji nasledovat
4+16, autoritu a SikSu Srily Prabhupady a jeho nasledovnikl. Je definovana znamymi sedmi ucely.

b. V SirS§im smyslu je to jedna z gaudija vaiSnavskych skupin. V tomto smyslu jsou ,Hare Krisna“ vSichni, kdo
nasleduji Sri Caitanju — jde o ,mezinarodni spole¢nost vSech KriSny si védomych oddanych’.

"At the end of his class, | asked: "Srila Gurudeva, many people are leaving Iskcon and going to Srila
Narayana Maharaja, what is your opinion of that?" He immediately took on a very grave tone, and pointing
his finger at me, he loudly exclaimed: "What is the meaning of Iskcon, and who is a member of Iskcon?
Iskcon means the Internacional Society for Krishna Consciousness, and that devotee who is 100% Krishna
conscious, he is a true and actual member of this society. You are thinking Iskcon and non-Iskcon, but this
has no place in vaisnavism. If you get the chance for his association, you should definitely run there."
(Radhanath dasa)

"Srila Gour Govinda Swami sometimes would point at us and ask "Are you in Iskcon?" Then he would
answer himself, "Only hypocrites, only posing. Who has become a member of Iskcon society?" And then he
would point out that Iskcon means one who is 24 hours engaged in the loving service of Radha and Krsna.
He would quote the verse: "Anyabhilasita Sunyam Jnaan Karm anavaritam, Anukulyena Krsnanushilanam
Bhaktir Uttama."

Gour Govinda Swami: "Why have you left your guru'’s institution?"

Devotee: "After Srila Bhaktirakshaka Sridhara Maharaja, | could not find anyone like him. And | was looking
for a mahabhagavat. Therefore | am coming here."

Gour Govinda Swami: "Then definitely you have done the right thing. In that case, when it is for sadhu
sanga, one can leave."



GGS: "...leaving Iskcon means giving up Krsna and chanting and instead engaging in sinful activities. It
does not mean receiving sadhu sanga from the line of the 6 Gosvamis and Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura and
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura."

"When Srila Prabhupada wrote in "Sri Caitanya Caritamrta" that Iskcon is an eternal branch of Lord
Caitanya's tree, he clearly meant: Iskcon is the mood, the siddhanta, and the pure devotees; not the
buildings, GBC management etc. If there is a qualified Vaisnava speaking sweet Hari-katha, one should run
to that place." (Jagadisa Pandit dasa)

Tento nadinstitu¢ni pfistup se v ISKCONu nesetkal s pfiznivym ohlasem. Pfevazoval a mozna dosud
prevazuje nazor, ze ,ISKCON je jedina cesta ke KriSnovi‘, obdoba katolického ,mimo Cirkev neni spasy'.
To vSak vylucuje existenci védomi Krisny mimo ISKCON jako organizaci, coz sice nelze nijak dokazat, ale
naopak to lze povazovat za urazku vaisnavi mimo ISKCON.

c. V nejsirsim mozném smyslu jsou ,Hare Krigna‘ vSichni monoteisté, at' si toho jsou védomi nebo ne. Srila
Prabhupada je nepfesvédcoval, aby vstoupili do ISKCONu, ale aby dokonale nasledovali vlastni tradici. Tim
je uznal za oddané bez nutnosti byt formalnimi ¢leny ISKCONu.

4.2 Navrhované definice ¢lena

"If in your heart you are faithful fo Srila Prabhupada, and appreciate Prabhupada's devotees despite all their
faults, then you are a member of Iskcon. Membership is simply defined as being a follower of Prabhupada.

All followers of Prabhupada are members of Iskcon as far as | am concerned." (Jahnudvipa dasa,
http://www.indiadivine.org/audaryaliskcon-internal/286526-what-iskcon-incompatibility-iskcon.html)

"Srila Prabhupada’s books are central to the voluntary participation of the members of ISKCON - arguably
acceptance of these books *is* the common platform of ISKCON membership." (Sitapati dasa,
http://namahatta.org/de/comment/reply/7650)

Clenstvi by mélo byt oteviené:

Article 2 Membership in ISKCON is available to all people who desire such membership and who agree to
the conditions of such membership. No one shall be denied membership in ISKCON on the basis of race,

national or social origin, language, birth status or gender. (Radha devi dasi)

“ARTICLE 5: ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 1. MEMBERSHIP
Members of ISKCON are those individuals who take shelter of the Founder-Acarya, His Divine Grace A. C.

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, and the spiritual and organizational authority of ISKCON described in
Article 3 of this Constitution.

SECTION 2. RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERSHIP

All members of ISKCON shall be responsible to work cooperatively for the achievement of the
Organizational Purposes of ISKCON as given by the Founder-Acarya.

SECTION 3. RIGHTS OF MEMBERSHIP

Membership in ISKCON is recognized to entail a balance between the individual spiritual growth of the
members and achievement of the organizational purposes of ISKCON. Therefore, while working to achieve
the Organizational Purposes of ISKCON, all members shall be entitled to respect as individuals and
consideration of the unique contributions capable of being made by each member.

Members of ISKCON shall have recourse for grievances through the ISKCON Judicial Process.

SECTION 4. BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP



Membership in ISKCON provides the members with an authorized manner in which to serve His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the Founder-Acarya of ISKCON.

Membership in ISKCON provides the members with an opportunity to practice the six types of loving
exchanges amongst devotees as described by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada in
his translation of Rupa Goswami’s Sri Upadesamrita, The Nectar of Instruction.” (Draft of Iskcon Constitution
http://www.prabhupada.org/rama/?p=4084)

4.3 Ugel glenstvi

Jen v samotné Upadesamrité jich Srila Prabhupada uvadi nékolik:

“A follower of the Krishna consciousness movement should become a perfect goswami.” (UpadeSamrita,
pfedmluva)

“The spiritual association offered by our ISKCON movement is increasing day by day. Many people from
different part of the world are joining this society to awaken their dormant Krishna consciousness.”
(Upadedamrita 2, vyznam)

“This Krishna consciousness movement offers a spiritual community that can bring about a peaceful
condition in the world. Every intelligent man should purify his consciousness and rid himself of the above-
mentioned hindrances to devotional service by taking wholehearted shelter of this Krishna consciousness
movement.” (ditto)

“The International Society for Krishna consciousness is opening many centers just to invite people to live in
the company of devotees and practice the requlative principles of life.“ (ditto)

“Many interested people come to honor prasada, and whenever possible they invite members of the society
to their homes and feed them sumptuously with prasada. In this way both the members of the society and
the general public are benefited.“ (UpadeSamrita 4, vyznam)

“Everyone is invited to join this movement, sit with us, take prasada and hear about Krishna. When we see
that someone is actually interested in Krishna consciousness and wants to be initiated, we accept him as a
disciple for the chanting of the Holy Name of the Lord. (UpadeSamrita 5, vyznam)

Jedna se v podstaté o sambandhu (naslouchani), abhidhéju (sdruzovani) a prajédzanu (duchovni vlastnosti
spojené s védomim KriSny). Jak ma vypadat sdruzovani?

"Clenové maji byt 1. spojeni pevnym pratelstvim, 2. dostévat moznosti stale vétsiho zapojeni, 3. byt
zmocriovani (vedeni, vzdélavani, zodpovédnost)." (Kripamoya dasa, ppt, 18/42) Z toho je zfejmé, ze
,zapojeni‘ nelze omezit na pasivni ,pfispivani’, jak bylo v minulosti ¢asto chapano. Pfedklada argumenty pro
minimalni organizaci (4%) a malé skupiny ¢lend v bunkovité struktufe namahatty. Pokud se toto nerealizuje:

- je t8Zké udrzet duchovni Zivot

- Elenové se neciti sou€asti hnuti

- neefektivni komunikace

- chaoticka organizovanost

- ¢lenové maiji tendenci odchazet do jinych skupin
- oslabeni hnuti

- zpomaleni riistu

(Kripamoya dasa, ppt, 31/42)

Kripamoya na konci své prezentace oznaCuje ISKCON jako ,...hnuti, které ve skutecnosti nechce vice
&lend“. (40/42) To je v8ak v rozporu s vizi Sri Caitanji a 4¢arjii (,v kazdém mésté a vesnici‘). Srila
Prabhupada definoval sedm ucell ISKCONu. Tyto cile jsou ve své podstaté dva - sanga a pracara - a nelze
je efektivné pinit bez organizace ¢lenu.

V ISKCONu existuje jeden druh organizovaného &lenstvi - Zivotni ¢lenstvi (Life Membership). Jeho ucelem
je vybirani pfispévkl vyménou za jisté vyhody. Je uréeno pro sympatizanty, vétSinou indické narodnosti.



kratkozraké argumenty podle mého upfednostiuji préju pred Sréjou.
4.4 Nutnost struktur

"If we do not develop our own educational, economic and governmental systems we shall have to
compromise our principles to accommodate those of the dominant Status Quo who is [sic] feeding us. The
analogy of the man who rescues a person from drowning in the ocean but leaves him is a solitary empty
island surrounded by hungry crocodiles can illustrate this point. We are being told not to be this material
body but we are left in the middle of a culture which is the antithesis of this principle."

"'Here | will argue that the failure to develop cultural institutions to support and accommodate family life
precipitated the exodus of large numbers of parents and their children from ISKCON's communities. (E.
Burke Rochford Jr, Cults and Society, Vol. 1, No. 1, 2001)'

"Therefore, Srila Prabhupada has ordered us to start developing self-sufficiency because His Divine Grace
foresaw that this gradual increase in human volume necessitates social and cultural organizations based on
Vaisnava principles. Therefore, for the benefit of humanity at large, as well as for the benefit of those
persons who at present have taken shelter in the holy name and are following the 4RP, Vaisnava leaders
must seriously start conceiving strategic plans for developing Vaisnava Cultural Institutions such as:

a) strict Vaisnava education (VE)

b) economic system based on Vaisnava principles and

¢) government"

(Jaya Govinda Caran dasa)

Tyto ukoly se tykaji brahmand, vaisji a kSatriju. Vzdélavani se jiz vénuje jista pozornost, ale jde stale jen o
zacCatek. Body b, ¢ zatim nejsou ani na obzoru. Jak k nim dospét?

Kazdy by si mél polozit otazky: Cim pfispivam a prospivam ostatnim? A jak se to co nejsnadnéji dozvédi?

Tézistém dosavadni komunikace oddanych v ISKCONu je systém Pamho.net, v dobé svého zalozeni v 80.
letech progresivni zalezitost. Po zavedeni plateb koncem 90. let se pocet jeho Elent omezil zhruba na
tfetinu, coz nyni predstavuje asi 3000 ¢lenu. Neoficialnimi platformami jsou webové stranky jako
dandavats.com a mnoho rdznych diskusnich fér, atd. Ty vSak zdaleka nezahrnuiji vétSinu oddanych.

Prezentace http://www.slideshare.net/devoteecare/devoteecare-global (obr. 35) feSeni naznacuje: databaze
oddanych

Databazi Ize rozsifit v dnes popularni socialni sit' (online, pfipadné i pravidelné aktualizovana papirova
podoba) s podrobnymi profily oddanych usnadnujicimi interakci, napf. vzajemné zaméstnavani, poskytovani
sluzeb, atd. Tyto sité v ramci jater by se postupné propojily do jedné mezinarodni. To umozni vnitfni obéh
financi, coz se bézné déje v jinych skupinach (zidd, muslimd, mormon, jehovistl, atd.). Postupné by se mél
zavést vnitini finanéni systém a dalSi struktury az po vladu. Bez podpory struktur GBC vlddou neni a
nemuze byt.

4.5 Navrh tfi urovni ¢lenstvi

“People who have chronic difficulty in following basic moral principles yet nonetheless assist ISKCON’s
preachers and try to serve Krsna in various ways. (Bg 12.10) They are commonly identified as Life
Members, FOLK members, people who attend the Sunday program, or those who accept prasadam and
render some service. For some, taking prasadam and chanting Hare Krsna is their only service.

“Persons who observe basic moral principles and perform sadhana-bhakti under the guidance of a spiritual
master. (Bg. 12.9) This group is commonly termed "active members." They also engage in direct preaching
or perhaps live in and contribute to an ISKCON farm project.

“Those who have actually awakened their love for Krsna. (Bg. 12.8) Such devotees with some rare
exceptions are exemplary in their practice of sadhana-bhakti and their undeviating commitment to

broadcasting the glories of Lord Krsna. They are rare in this world.” (A Subcommittee of the Indian
Continental Committee. A Social Model for ISKCON. December 2003. s. 8.)


http://www.slideshare.net/devoteecare/devoteecare-global

4.6 Navrh péti urovni Clenstvi

“A person may be registered as a member of MKTHK based on the following:

A. He accepts the teachings of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada, and his position
as the founder acarya.

B. He accepts ISKCON GBC and the institution’s administrative organs under its control as the
representatives of the will of Srila Prabhupada, accepts their decisions, and in general their authority in
directing the Krishna consciousness movement.

C. He accepts the Constitution of MKTHK and all its laws.

D. He accepts one of the status categories of the members of MKTHK with all its requirements.*
(Description of MKTHK institution status categories)

Madarsky model rozliSuje €lenstvi civilng, podle Zivotnich situaci (mnich, dobrovolnik - témérf se standardem
mnicha, podporovatel, pomocnik, sympatizant). Ve snaze zapoijit co nejvice osob pouziva pred Urovni dikSa
nékolik stupfit namahatta arovné (Sraddhavan, atd.). Kripamoya (ISKCON's 'Second Class Citizens') také
prosazuje zavedeni nizSich standardl ¢lenstvi, aby se do ISKCONu mohlo zapoijit vice lidi. Bez zapojeni
vétSiho mnozstvi osob rliznych varen nemuze varnasrama sobéstaéné fungovat.

4.7 Ziskavani a udrzeni ¢len(
Situace v poc¢atcich hnuti se podobala po¢atkim buddhismu &i kiestanstvi:

"Joining the faith was largely synonymous with joining the temple. It was on a non-contractual basis, with no
clear definition of respective rights and responsibilities. For example, as soon as one joined (or shortly
afterwards) it was expected (or taken for granted) that one would willingly dedicate twenty-four hours a day
to service. [11] Enlistment was assumed to be forever, or at least until the end of this life, without
consideration of future prospects." (Rasamandala)

"One who was a member of ISKCON was ‘a devotee* hence beyond modes. The correct understanding,
however, is that a devotee is one with symptoms of transcendence.

"We are, as a movement, quite good at introducing large numbers of newcomers to Krishna consciousness,
yet curiously not always so good at retaining them over a long period." (Kripamoya dasa, ISKCON's 'Second
Class Citizens')

"Similarly, most attention in Phase One was on recruitment. Devotees openly demonstrated care and
affection for the public who showed interest in Krishna consciousness, but often sadly neglected the welfare
of community members." (Rasamandala)

Toto funguje v prvotni fazi nadSeni, v fadu nékolika let. Je to dano pfenesenim duchovniho vlivu Cistého
oddaného na ostatni (CC 2.18.219-221). Jeho koncem byly vnitfni problémy jako poklesnuti gurud, snizeni
davéry ve vludce, filozofické odchylky (ritvikvada, ap.), které na problémech &asto parazituji, a také pfirozeny
pfechod vétSiny oddanych do grhastha a§ramu s nutnosti zaméstnat se mimo ISKCON, v némz k tomu
chybi mozZnosti. To je velké plytvani ,vaiSnavskymi zdroji‘.

Zpod&atku se nikdo nezabyval budoucnosti. Zilo se ,tady a ted”. Ekonomickou zakladnou byla distribuce knih.
.My knihy distribuujeme, oni je kupuji‘. Proto se zanedbalo vSe ostatni, v&etné ustaveni varnasramy.

"We must evolve from hunters and gatherers to cultivators." (Rasamandala)

4.8 Zanik ¢lenstvi

Zakladem vztahu mezi oddanym a ISKCONem je sluzba. Oddany si mlize polozit otazku: ,Co dostavam za
svoji sluzbu od ISKCONu?‘ V pocatcich, v dobé& nadSeni, byla tato otazka povaZzovana za projev sobectvi,
maji. Sluzba je pfece pfirozenosti dzivy a ta za ni nema nic pozadovat. Pravdou v8ak je, Ze reciprocita
,davej-ber’ je univerzalnim principem jak v hmotném tak v duchovnim svété. Hrstce paramahamsu (niskama
bhakt) staci uspokojeni ze samotné sluzby za jakychkoliv okolnosti. VétSina ostatnich (sa-kama bhakt()
potfebuje pfiznivé podminky. Pokud chapeme ISKCON jako souhrn vSech oddanych, odpovéd zni:
opétovanou vzajemnou sluzbu. Je-li sluzba jen vyZadovana a nikoliv opétovana, vztah nutné skondi.



"Leaving the temple was termed 'blooping’. Devotees usually 'blooped' unannounced in the middle of the
night, sneaking out with their few belongings and loads of guilt. Such events created waves within the
community, who considered that the blooped devotee might now be destined for the 'hot place’ and needed
saving from at least a severe singeing. This sometimes involved sending a posse, usually to the local bus
and railway stations, to reclaim the lost soul. Such events stirred devotees to search their hearts for the
cause of such a calamity. Full responsibility was usually apportioned to the absent devotee." (Rasamandala)

"In fact, from 1982 onwards the rate at which devotees left the core community was equal to the rate at
which they joined." (Rasamandala)

Neexistence Clenstvi vyjadfeného jistou vazbou (napf. obdoba kftu v kfestanskych cirkvich) a vysoké
naroky, udajné nejvyssi ze vSech skupin (tfebaze podle dharmasaster predstavuiji jen ,civilizovanou lidskou
uroven’), ve spojeni s dalSimi pfic¢inami znamena u vétsiny ¢lenu jen kratkodobé zapojeni a odchod do
nékolika let (,prichodak’), asto do jinych vaiSnavskych organizaci. Lze Fici, ze zatim hlavné sejeme, ale
sklizeji jini. Tézko to Ize omluvit ,nepfipoutanosti k vysledku‘. Beze snahy udrzet Cleny totiz neni mozné
naplfiovat misi (zvlasté body 3, 5, 6), o rozvoji smérem k vaiSnavské kultufe ,v kazdém mésté a vesnici’
nemluve.

NejCastéjsi dlivody odchodu:

- hmotou podminéné smysly a mysl

- nedokon¢&ené hledani vlastniho mista v duchovnim Zivoté, psychicka nestabilita, problém se vztahy, atd.
- neshoda s ostatnimi oddanymi, zvl. autoritami, vrcholici zneuzivanim

- ztrata dvéry v gurua a autority (rozpor s idealem, nékdy je zalozena na Ucelové interpretaci ze strany
nepratel ISKCONu), filosoficka odchylka

- nutnost zajistit si hmotné zabezpeceni a nasledné postupné odcizeni

"By the destruction of the welfare and security of the people due to the negligence and laziness of the ruler,
impoverishment, avarice, and discontent are produced in the people. Impoverished people become
avaricious, and avaricious people become discontented. Discontented people go over to the enemy or
destroy the ruler themselves." (Artha-8astra 144-7)

4.9 Varianty budoucnosti

Predevsim na Zapadé se nabizeji tyto mozné podoby budouciho ISKCONu:

a. hinduizace a stagnace (Casto jiz dnes, zvlasté v USA, prohloubi se po odchodu souCasné generace vidcu
zakl SP - kdo je za 10-20 let nahradi?)

b. cirkev (organizovana, ale pfevazné staticka struktura)

c. jadro kazatelU a zbytek namahatta. Toto Ize povazovat za dlouhodobé Zivotaschopny systém vychazejici
z ptvodniho gaudija vaiSnavského hnuti v dobé Sri Caitanji. Jeho modernim priikopnikem je Radhanatha
Svami, jehoz model je pfedmétem obdivu mnoha oddanych. Jinde v8ak neni uvadén do praxe.

5. Zaveér

Pokusil jsem se stru¢né shrnout a zhodnotit dosavadni stav podle dostupnych zdroji a v sekci 4.4 nastinit
jedno nové feSeni napomahajici dosazeni 3. ucelu ISKCONu.
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